
Fine Arts - Visual Arts Course Offerings 
 
Art History (10-12) 
This course provides a study of the evolution of the arts in a chronological sequential 
manner. Questions such as “What is art?” and “Why is that art?” are considered. 
Through this course students gain an appreciation of the history of human endeavor in 
the visual arts from pre-history to modern times. Students build their aesthetic value 
system and learn more constructive ways to criticize art. This course includes written 
papers, tests, and extensive reading. It is not a production course. No prerequisites. 
 
Intro to 2-D Art (9-12) 
Students taking this course engage in sequential learning experiences that encompass 
art history, art criticism, aesthetics, production, and integrated studies and lead to the 
creation of portfolio quality works. Students explore historical and cultural background 
and connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about 
artwork and the nature of art; create two dimensional works of art, reflect upon the 
outcomes, and revise their work; relate art to other disciplines and discover 
opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy and presentational skills. They 
identify ways to utilize and support art museums, galleries, studios, and community 
resources. Intro to 2-D Art counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, 
Core 40, Core 40 with Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas. 
This is a one semester course, offered both first and second semester. 
 
Intro to 3-D Art (9-12) 
Students taking this course engage in sequential learning experiences that encompass 
art history, art criticism, aesthetics, production, and integrated studies and lead to the 
creation of portfolio quality works. Students explore historical and cultural background 
and connections; analyze, interpret, theorize, and make informed judgments about 
artworks and the nature of art; create three-dimensional works of art, reflect upon the 
outcomes, and revise their work; relate art to other disciplines and discover 
opportunities for integration; and incorporate literacy and presentational skills. They 
identify ways to utilize and support art museums, galleries, studios, and community 
resources. Intro to 3-D Art counts as a Directed Elective or Elective for the General, 
Core 40, Core 40 with Academic Honors and Core 40 with Technical Honors diplomas. 
This is a one semester course, offered both first and second semester. 
 



Drawing/Painting (10-12) 
Drawing: The objectives of this course include the development of visual sensitivity to 
line, form, value, texture and space. The structure of the course is centered on drawing 
problems which include still life, outdoor, and figure drawing. Skill in a variety of drawing 
media and techniques is encouraged, e.g., pencil, charcoal, pen and ink, conte, etc. 
Problems that require an understanding and use of perspective and observation are a 
part of this course. Group discussion/evaluation is used to develop evaluative skills. 
This course also includes some study of history, criticism and aesthetics. Second 
Semester: The objectives of this course are to broaden the development of unique 
visual expression and communication. Interpretive drawing, as well as drawing 
motivated by social, psychological and visual stimuli, are a part of this course. Individual 
interests are utilized to encourage optimal drawing quality. Group discussion/evaluation 
is used to develop evaluative skills. This course also includes some study of history, 
criticism and aesthetics. 
Prerequisite: Intro to 2-D/3-D Art 
 
Painting: Knowledge and skills developed in this course via introductory painting 
exercises include color theory, paint mixing, techniques in opaque and transparent 
media, care and use of materials and tools, and preparation of painting surfaces. Some 
examples of paintings include still lifes, landscape, and cityscapes. The order of painting 
includes watercolor, acrylic, and then oil. There is an emphasis on composition and 
technique. History, criticism, and aesthetics are included. Second Semester: 
Watercolor, acrylic, and oil paint techniques are explored in more depth. Individual 
painting problems are selected by the teacher and student in order to emphasize unique 
interpretive ideas. The development of the idea that painting is a means of personal 
expression is a primary objective of this course. Criticism and aesthetics are developed. 
Students are encouraged to buy their own brushes and some materials in order to start 
building their own cache of equipment most suited to their specific needs.  
Prerequisite: Intro to 2-D/3-D Art 
 
Ceramics (10-12) 
The ceramics course is devoted to the study of clay and the processes of making 
pottery and functional sculptural ware. Ceramics 1 is devoted to building a visual 
vocabulary based on the elements and principles of art. Production, tools, materials and 
techniques are emphasized; however, as in all other art courses, history, criticism and 
aesthetics are taught. Refinement of form and technique are primary; however, unique 
visual expression is expected. Individual studies may include experimentation with 
different clay bodies, glaze techniques and processes. Students will learn more about 
kilns and firing techniques. Production, tools, materials and techniques are emphasized; 
however, as in all other art courses, history, criticism and aesthetics are taught. 
Prerequisite: Intro to 2-D/3-D Art 
 



Jewelry (10-12) 
This course is designed to acquaint the student with the various media available such 
as metal, leather, plastic, ceramics, wood and found objects used to make jewelry. The 
individual will be introduced to soldering, piercing, filing, buffing and riveting metals. 
Function will be primary; however, quality design, good composition and unique ideas 
are encouraged. Because of the use of fine metals such as silver, this course tends to 
be expensive. Students spend from $5.00 to $50.00 in excess of their art fee. Cost 
depends on the materials chosen to make objects. This course demands concentration, 
patience, precision and attention to safety concerns. History, criticism and aesthetics 
are addressed. The second semester of jewelry develops refinement of technique and 
emphasizes unique ideas. 
 
Individual studies may include casting, soldering, stone setting and engraving. Surface 
treatment and the use of some exotic materials may be included. History, criticism and 
aesthetics are addressed. Again, depending on the choice of materials, this course can 
be more expensive than other art courses.  
Prerequisite: Intro to 2-D/3-D Art 
 
Advanced Art 2-D or Advanced Art 3-D (11-12) 
These classes are continuation of art studies through studio activity and an 
individualized concentration in an area. Students should have taken 2-D and 3-D 
courses and exhausted all other courses in their concentration before enrolling. 
Prerequisite: Intro to 2-D Art, both 2-D and 3-D courses, and two previous courses in 
their area of concentration. 


